
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTIONS IN TURKEY
1. Ministry of Development (MOD)
The Ministry of Development of the Republic of Turkey is an expert-based organization which plans and guides Turkey’s development process in a macro-approach and focuses on the coordination of policies and strategy development (www.mod.gov.tr). 

1.1.The State Planning Organization (SPO)
The State Planning Organization which was founded in 1960 has been transformed into the Ministry of Development in June 2011 according to the Decree Law No. 641. The State Planning Organization, was one of the most important governmental organizations and was responsible for making regional development plans and programs in Turkey. The principal tasks of the SPO were to provide advice to the government on determing its economic, social and cultural goals, and to design Five-Years Plans according to the goals set by the government. The SouthEast Anatolian Project (GAP), the Zonguldak-Bartın-Karabük (ZBK), the Eastern Anatolian Plan (DAP), the Eastern BlackSea Development Plan and the Yeşilırmak River Basin Development Plan, they all were supported by the SPO. The SPO, financed by the Turkish state as well as by the EU, supported four regional development programs such as(1) the Eastern Anatolia Development Program DAKP (MEDA), (2) the Samsun-Kastamonu-Kastamonu (SKE) NUTS 2 Regions (3) the Ağrı-Konya-Kayseri-Malatya (AKKM) NUTS 2 Regions and (4) the Eastern BlackSea TR90 NUTS 2 Regions.  In  2011 the DPT was incorporated into the newly established Ministry of Development.
1.2. Development Research Center
Development Research Centre (DRC) was established by Act no. 641 in June 2011 under the Ministry of Development. The Center has become operational since February 13, 2012. The Center has been founded as a government research center to support the Ministry of Development and other public agencies’ work in policy making. Their main objective is to make contribution to government policies through researches in the areas of economic and social development. They contribute to development policy formulation by giving priority to the researches that are evidenced-based and policy-oriented. By bringing together in public agency and university research centers, think tanks and international organizations, they aim at creating opportunities to share experiences among related parties and to better understand the research agenda for government policies. (http://kam.kalkinma.gov.tr)
1.3.Affiliated Organizations
Turkish Statistical Institute (TÜİK), 

Southeastern Anatolia Project Regional Development Administration (GAP), 

Konya Plains Project Regional Development Administration (KOP),

Eastern Anatolia Project Regional Development Administration (DAP),

Eastern Black Sea Project Regional Development Administration (DOKAP)

Development Agencies conduct their activities as an affiliated organization of the Ministry.

1.4. Regional Development Agencies
In Turkey, regional development agencies were for the first time established in 1999. Three levels of statistical region units were determined as a result of Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics (NUTS) classification for transforming the data of Turkey into standards used in EU.
Table 1: Development Agencies in Turkey
	NUTS2 Level
	Development Agency
	Abbreviation
	Area
	Center
	Date of Establishment

	TR31
	İzmir Development Agency
	İZKA
	İzmir
	İZMİR
	2006/10550     06/07/2006

	TR62
	Çukurova Development Agency
	ÇKA
	Mersin, Adana
	ADANA
	

	TR10
	İstanbul Development Agency
	 İSTKA
	İstanbul
	İSTANBUL 
	2008/14306     22/11/2008

	TR52
	Mevlana Development Agency
	MEVKA
	Konya, Karaman
	KONYA 
	

	TR83
	Orta Karadeniz Development Agency
	OKA
	Amasya, Çorum, Samsun, Tokat
	SAMSUN 
	

	TRA1
	Kuzeydoğu Anadolu Development Agency
	 KUDAKA
	Bayburt, Erzincan, Erzurum
	ERZURUM 
	

	TRB2
	Doğu Anadolu Development Agency
	DAKA
	Bitlis, Hakkâri, Muş, Van
	VAN
	

	TRC1
	İpekyolu Development Agency
	İKA
	Adıyaman, Gaziantep, Kilis
	GAZİANTEP
	

	TRC2
	Karacadağ Development Agency
	KARACADAĞ
	Diyarbakır, Şanlıurfa
	DİYARBAKIR
	

	TRC3
	Dicle Development Agency
	DİKA
	Batman, Mardin, Şırnak, Siirt
	MARDİN 
	

	TR21
	Trakya Development Agency
	TRAKYAKA
	Edirne, Kırklareli, Tekirdağ
	TEKİRDAĞ 
	2009/15236       25/07/2009

	TR22
	Güney Marmara Development Agency
	GMKA
	Balıkesir, Çanakkale
	BALIKESİR
	

	TR32
	Güney Ege Development Agency
	GEKA
	Aydın, Denizli, Muğla
	DENİZLİ 
	

	TR33
	Zafer Development Agency
	ZEKA
	Afyonkarahisar, Kütahya, Manisa, Uşak
	KÜTAHYA 
	

	TR41
	Bursa Eskişehir Bilecik Development Agency
	BEBKA
	Bilecik, Bursa, Eskişehir
	BURSA
	

	TR42
	Doğu Marmara Development Agency
	MARKA
	Bolu, Düzce, Kocaeli, Sakarya, Yalova
	KOCAELİ 
	

	TR51
	Ankara Development Agency
	ANKARAKA
	Ankara
	ANKARA 
	

	TR61
	Batı Akdeniz Development Agency
	BAKA
	Antalya, Burdur, Isparta
	ISPARTA 
	

	TR63
	Doğu Akdeniz Development Agency
	DOĞAKA
	Hatay, Kahramanmaraş, Osmaniye
	HATAY 
	

	TR71
	Ahiler Development Agency
	AHİKA
	Aksaray, Kırıkkale, Kırşehir, Nevşehir, Niğde
	NEVŞEHİR 
	

	TR72
	Orta Anadolu Development Agency
	ORAN
	Kayseri, Sivas, Yozgat
	KAYSERİ
	

	TR81
	Batı Karadeniz Development Agency
	BAKKA
	Bartın, Karabük, Zonguldak
	ZONGULDAK 
	

	TR82
	Kuzey Anadolu Development Agency
	KUZKA
	Çankırı, Kastamonu, Sinop
	KASTAMONU 
	

	TR90
	Doğu Karadeniz Development Agency
	DOKA
	Artvin, Giresun, Gümüşhane, Ordu, Rize, Trabzon
	TRABZON 
	

	TRA2
	Serhat Development Agency
	 SERKA
	Ağrı, Ardahan, Iğdır, Kars
	KARS
	

	TRB1
	Fırat Development Agency
	FKA
	Bingöl, Elazığ, Malatya, Tunceli
	MALATYA
	


Figure 1: Distribution of Regional Development Agencies in Turkey
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2. Universities
Turkey has about 31 universities which have departments of Urban and Regional Planning. The oldest universities that have an urban and regional planning department are located in big cities such as Ankara, İstanbul and İzmir. By time the number of universities with an urban and regional planning department has increased in smaller cities. However, there is only in a limited number of universities a regional planning and regional development master program and specialization. Compared to the (increased) number of urban planning department, the number of regional planning master and PhD Programmes still so low. Regional planning master programs are only provided by the Middle East Technical University (METU-ODTÜ, Full English Education)) (http://crp.metu.edu.tr/) and by the İstanbul Technical University (ITU) (http://www.itu.edu.tr/en/academics/faculty/architecture).
Table 2. Universities having Urban&Regional Planning Department
	Universities
	Date of Establishment
	Date of education Started_bachelor
	City Located

	Middle East Technical University (METU)
	1961
	1961
	Ankara

	Dokuz Eylül University (DEU)
	1979
	1979
	İzmir

	Yıldız Technical University (YTU)
	1982
	1982
	İstanbul

	Mimar Sinan Güzel Sanatlar University (MSGSU)
	1982
	1982
	İstanbul

	İstanbul Technical University (ITU)
	1982
	1983
	İstanbul

	Gazi University (GU)
	1984
	1984
	Ankara

	Selçuk University (SU)
	1994
	1994
	Konya

	Erciyes University (EU)
	1993
	1999
	Kayseri

	İzmir Institute of Technology (IYTE)
	1995
	1998
	İzmir

	Gebze Institute of Technology (GYTU)
	1995
	
	Gebze

	Yüzüncü Yıl University (YYU)
	1997
	
	Van

	Mersin University (MU)
	1999
	2011
	Mersin

	Süleyman Demirel University (SDU)
	2001
	2005
	Isparta

	Bozok University (BU)
	2003
	2003
	Yozgat

	Karadeniz Technical University (KTU)
	2003
	2005
	Trabzon

	Abant İzzet Baysal University (İBU)
	2006
	
	Bolu

	Pamukkale University (PU)
	2007
	2012
	Denizli

	Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University (ÇOMU)
	2008
	
	Çanakkale

	Gaziantep University (GANTEP)
	2006
	
	Gaziantep

	Amasya University (AU)
	2009
	2012
	Amasya

	Çankaya University
	2010
	2013
	Ankara

	Necmettin Erbakan University
	2014
	2014
	Konya

	Atatürk University
	2010
	2014
	Erzurum

	Cumhuriyet University
	2014
	2015
	Sivas

	Kırklareli University
	2014
	2015
	Kırklareli

	Mustafa Kemal University
	2014
	
	Hatay

	TED University
	2015
	2016
	Ankara

	Bursa Technical University
	2015
	2016
	Bursa

	Toros University
	2015
	
	Mersin

	Ömer Halisdemir University
	2015
	
	Niğde

	Akdeniz University (AU)
	2015
	 
	Antalya


3. Public Administration Institute for Turkey and Middle East (PAITME-TODAIE)
“Public Administration Institute for Turkey and Middle East (PAITME) was founded in accordance with the technical assistance agreement signed between the Republic of Turkey and the United Nations in 1952. Celebrating its 64th anniversary today, PAITME has gained the reputation of being the most influential and prestigious institute of public administration not only in Turkey, but also in the geography of Middle East, the Balkans, and the Caucasus, all of which are known to constitute the neighboring regions of  Turkey. Incorporating the education, research and publishing activities in the field of public administration, PAITME is not only an academic institution providing theoretical knowledge, but also the center of sharing the bureaucratic experience. Along With its education, research and publication activities, PAITME has a highly respectable reputation both within Turkey and the world. Graduate programs of the Institute are the only ones in Turkey which have been accredited by the European Association for Public Administration Accreditation. Besides, Amme İdaresi Dergisi (Journal of Public Administration), one of the six journals of PAITME, has been indexed by the Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI). The research activities being conducted by the Institute in various scopes, provides an essential guideline for public administration” (http://www.todaie.edu.tr/english/index.php).

PAITME has several research centers namely Human Rights and Citizenship Studies Center (IVM), Local Governments Center (YERYÖM), Continuous Education Center (SEM), and International Affairs Center (TODIM).

4. Research Centers on Urban & Regional Research
Urban and Regional Research Network (KBAM): developed by  the METU regional planning department, which was established in 2004 by a group of volunteers in the Middle East Technical University, Department of Regional Planning-Ankara/Turkey to provide a platform for cooperation and knowledge dissemination among individuals who are actively engaged in urban and regional research (www.kbam.metu.edu.tr).

Urban Politics and Urban Research Center (Kamu Politikaları ve Kentsel Araştırmalar Merkezi (KAPKA)): Developed by METU, Department of Political Science.

The Mediterranean Urban Research Center (Akdeniz Kent Araştırmaları Merkezi (AKKENT)): developed by academicians of urban and regional planning at Mersin University. Their research is focused on the provinces Mersin, Adana, Gaziantep, Hatay, and Kahramanmaraş ve Osmaniye (http://akkent.mersin.edu.tr/).

The Economic Policy Research Foundation of Turkey (TEPAV): TEPAV was established by a group of businessmen, bureaucrats and academicians for the purposes of conducting data-based policy analysis on behalf of policy making. TEPAV became operational in December 2004 with the goal of enriching the content of information/data in ideological discussions and arguments (www.tepav.org.tr). The Foundation does research that is organized in four programmes, namely macroeconomic studies, innovation studies, urban studies and area studies. 

5. Scientific Associations
· The Turkish Regional Community of Regional Science (1991): This national regional science community was established in collaboration with RSAI (Regional Science Association International) and ERSA (Europea Regional Science Association). This national community organizes conferences on regional science in different Turkish cities  each year (http://www.bbtmk.itu.edu.tr/).
· Turkish Chamber of Urban Planners (Şehir Plancıları Odası): This association organizes events and colloquiums each year on urban planning and urban research at the national level. The association also publishes recent works on urban issues as proceedings and reports (www.spo.org.tr).
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