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Assumptions

 For many (big) cities S3 has little to do with them. A matter of the regions

 Now at the implementation stage, there is an imperious need for RIS3´s 

territorial embedment 

 Major cities are widely acknowledged as key actors in the world economy 

and by large a successful scale to organize innovation ecosystems
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S3 VALUES AND THE URBAN AGENDA



10 local actions plans

Bielsko-Biala – Bilbao – Bordeaux - Bucharest – Frankfurt – Grenoble – Ostrava – Plasencia – Porto - Torino 



Achievements

 Placing innovation at the core of the urban economic agenda, where 

smart specialisation can play a primary instrumental role

 A policymaking more open to co-production and exposed to 

experimentation

 RIS3 involved are now stronger thanks to these Local Action Plans 
RIS3-Silesia, RIS3-Basque Country, RIS3-Piemonte, RIS3-Aquitaine…



Main questions

 How to operationalise the city as RIS3 developer? What is the urban 

dimension of smart specialisation?

 Are regional authorities (RIS3 leading teams) truly aware of the potential 

role of cities as RIS3 key actors? How to raise this awareness?

 How can the interest of cities be ignited or stimulated?




