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Innovation Voucher Schemes?

« A simple and effective instrument of regional and
territorial development (a direct government support).

A small line of credit for Small-to-Medium Sized
Enterprises (c. €5K).

* First introduced 20 years ago and now counting at least
> 50 across the EU.
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How does a Voucher
Scheme work?

(4) Payment
of the service

#1.500€#
_ +
P

5;55;2.500

(+ VAT of the invoice)

(1) Application (service 10.000 €)

_ (2) INFO approves the grant (Voucher)

#71.500€#

(5) Justification /
" #71.500€#

OOOOOOOO

(3) The service is
provided

Approved service
Provider

>

NV

(6) Transferring the
economic value of the
voucher

= .
¢ 7.500 €

Interreg Europe

Observations
from regional
developers

Simple,‘fast and
light’

Needs
conscious

Responsive-
ness

Going beyond
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A successful iInstrument?

« Promotes innovation in regional SMES

 Boosts regional market of innovation services for
KSPs
 Low level and bureaucratically simple tool of

economic development for delivery
agencies/development agencies

* Allows development agencies to foster new
relationships - a "wedge’.
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3 Regions: 3 Voucher Schemes?
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WIELKOPOLSKA I >
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Centre-ValdeLoire

Region E de Murcia
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A Voucher Scheme in development
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National/Regional Voucher Schemes

bpifrance

SERVIR LAVENIR

* “This low level instrument needs to be accompanied by
“soft support”(coaching, singposting, networking) to
increase its leverage effect.”

* “Financial instruments must meet the main needs of the
companies and avoid overlaps but there is no systematic
relation between each financial instruments but an
informal continuum.”
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Regional voucher towards a European Label

—_— INNOvoucher
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3 Regions; 3/2 Voucher Schemes?

Wielkopolska, Poland

« 2 phase scheme in development

Centre Val De Loire, France

« Nationally funded programme, regionally
administered scheme

* Regional scheme & future European label
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An instrument for whom?

©
0 WIELKoPoLSKA

P9
Centre-Val de Loire
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Development Agency
and/or Delivery Agency

SME Knowledge Service
Provider

ESSPO ¥

Interreg Europe
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Considerations
« Review of the literature: understudied.

 Review of policy debate: most recent JRC
publication was in 2016.

 Methodology and Methods: ex-ante evaluations of
delivery agencies is a starting point.

Questions

* Measuring the Impact of voucher schemes beyond a
case per case basis?

« Situating voucher schemes in their wider private and
public financing context: do they fit?
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The Future of Innovation Voucher Schemes

- a Brexit voucher scheme
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Thank you!

Contact:
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